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I.—Fore1cn POLirIcs. 


hir (M ingh] of the 10th June says that though 
a "the peace as deprived the Boers of their indepen- 


To dence, the Boers i ha yy oe Pow — pe 
le which has not its equal. On the other hand, it has been worthy 0 
: the ‘English people to show such respect for their vanquished foe as they have 


shown. 
2. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 10th June rays that the 


rumour that is afloat regarding the establishment | 


The King» peace. of peace in South Africa has convinced every- 


f the svod that England derives from possessing a King. It is all but 
re Fe har thes wall ave been no end of the war as yet but for England’s 
King. The Cabinet would on no account have so soon brought the war to a close 
of their own motion. Not Lord Salisbury alone, but all the Ministers, had 
some time ago expressed the opinion that the Boers must be trampled under 
foot and their territories annexed to Cape Colony. If, therefore, the 
Ministers had been allowed to have their own way, it would have been some 
time yet ere the war was brought to a close. The Boers were carrying on the 
war with as much zeal as before, and had resolved not to leave the field so long 
as a single Boer able to fight was alive. It is also given out in the newspapers 
that the Boers were not completely vanquished, and would have continued the 
fighting without difficulty for some time. Affairs being in this condition, the 
sudden conclusion of peace has naturally led the public to think that it is due 
not to the Ministers, but to the high-minded King Edward VII. 


38. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Partika [Calcutta] of the 
' 11th June writes as follows :— | 

— There never before occurred in the world’s 
: history an event so strange as the Boer war. That 

war was strange in various ways. In the first place, it has raged with unabated 
fury for nearly three years, a thing which cannot be said of any other modern 
war. Becoadh , it was a war between a people whose existence was all but 
unknown, on the one hand, anda nation foremost in wealth, prowess, and 
martial renown on the other; and yet the 50,000 Boers not only fought 
the 250,000 of British troops with heroic valour, but often defeated them 
in battle. Indeed, British arms never sustained such reverses as in this 
war. Thirdly, in no war in which England has hitherto been engaged have 
so many British soldiers been slain. In fact, there is not a single family in 
England or Scotland but has had to mourn the loss of some member who has 
fallen in this war. Not to speak of humbler persons, it was sheer grief at the 
heavy casualties of this war that killed our late lamented Queen. Fourthly, 
the patriotism and heroism displayed by the Boers in this war was such as no 
one ever conceived of before. Fifthly, never before were the wealth, strength, 
prowess and vitality of England so signally manifested as in this war. Even 
when 250,000 of her best troops were cooped up in South Africa, when English 
soldiers were being slain by thousands on the battle-field and money was 
being spent by crores, when other European nations were secretly instigating 
the Boers and the French press talked of an intended French invasion, England 
did not lose heart for a moment, but, on the contrary, threatened to make war 
upon any Continental nation who should presume to help the Boers in any way; 
and although all these nations hate the English with their whole heart and 
never fail to injure her when they can, this fierce and determined attitude of 
England struck terror into their hearts, and not one of them ventured to help 
the enemy. Sixthly, this war has been the means of establishing unusually 
cordial relutions between England and her colonies. But for the co-operation 


of her colonies the position of England would have become somewhat critical 
in this war. 


But although the war has been marked by features so strange, still it is the 
opinion of many that England has lost more than she has gained by entering 
on it. It need hardly be said that she would have been stronger if the thousands 
of her brave: sons whose bones lie whitening the far African plains had now 
been alive, and the heaps of money which she has spent upon this war would 
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have enabled her to purchase or colonise many such lands as the Transvaal, |; 
will, besides, yet take long years to subdue and win over the Boers. England 
must therefore set up in life this people who have lost their everything in this 
war, and must, at the same time, maintain 59,000 or 60,000 English troops jn 
their country to hold them in subjection. While she has thus reaped no 
pecuniary advantage whatever by making this war, she must yet waste crores 
of her own money to maintain her new territorial acquisition. 

England has been a great loser in another way by entering upon this war, 
Russia, France, and Germany have taken advantage of her difficulties in South 
Africa to establish their influence in China, Persia, Morocco, Siam, and Central 
Asia—countries in which English influence had been so long 5 tana Russia 
has, during the last three years, established complete ascendency in Persia, 
She has also established great influence in China, where she possessed no 
influence before, and no one knows what mischief she 1s secretly working in 
Afghanistan, France has established great influence in Morocco and Siam, 
aid Germany has greatly destroyed British influence in China and Central 
Asia. All these are effects of the Boer war, so that if England’s profits 
and losses in this war are balanced, the latter will be found to greatly outweigh 
the former. 

4. It appears to the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 12th June from the 
| terms of the peace in South Africa that though the 
Boers have succeeded in retaining some of their old 
rights and privileges, they have failed to secure that for which they made so 
great sacrifices. Many other peoples would have, under similar circum- 
stances, shown unmistakable signs of grief and wounded pride. But under the 
altered circumstances of their country, the Boer leaders are acting witha 
coolness. which is as striking as were the valour and prowess which the 
displayed on the battle-field. It is easy to fight an enemy, but difficult to curb 
and control one’s sentiments and passions, even where it is necessary for the 
sake of one’s own good to curb them. [But the Boer leaders are now exhibiting 
the same zeal in advising their people to submit to the British King and 
cultivate friendly relations with the English as they had exhibited in exciting 
them to fight when fighting was going on. Now that they have accepted the 
terms of the peace, they are doing their best to fulfil the same as conge 4 as 
they had been firm in doing their duty on the field of battle, In fact, from 
whatever point of view one may look at the Boers, the greatness of their 
character is such asto make one bow down one’s head out of reverence for them. 
The Boer's prowess equals his coolness and sense of duty. Another instance of 
the combination of such virtues in the same people is rare in the world.. 

5. Referring to the peace, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th June 

eagtich inhistion com. the. En 
waa” What was it which led the English people— 
the Londoners—on a wet Sunday to welcome the 
peace with ecstatic joy ? No one thinks that their glory has increased on 
account of the war in which they have been only nominally victorious. 
Although they have been able, not without difficulty, to induce the Boers to 
surrender their independence, yet they have not ventured to ask for any. war 
indemnitv from them, and they have had to promise that no war-tax shall at 
any time be imposed on them. The English have also appeased the Boers by 
consenting to repair the loss which they have suffered at their hands. Why 
then are the English so exultant over the peace? Calm observers say 
that it was not victory in the Transvaal, but a seuse of escape and respite from 
a ruinous war which led the English to hail the peace with so much jubilation. 
As a matter of fact, the loss suffered in the war by England has been such as 
she never knew before. One can say, without being guilty of exaggeration, 
that this war has denuded England of her heroes. Who can say how long it 
will take her to repair the loss of officers she has sustained ? In consideration 
of all this the Aesari newspaper says that the loss suffered by the English in the 
Boer war has been equal to the loss which was suffered by the Mabrattas in 
the third battle of Panipat. And this is the reason of England’s joy at the 
termination of the war, The London correspondent of the Indian Daily News 
= ga says thut the Londoners feel that they have come out of a ruinous 
affair. 
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_ The same paper has the following :— | 
2M It 18 not simply because of the victory 


bebe anasto gained by England that we rejoice so greatly at 
the peace which has been concluded with the Boers, That victory has not, 
in fact, added anything to the glory of Englund. The victorious English 
have compounded with the vanquished hboers by a ‘payment of money, 
and a victory of this sort is not a victory to boast of. ‘The Boers were by no 
means equal to the English in wealth or number, and perhaps never hoped 
to equal them in those respects. For one Boer killed in battle, no less than 
ten English soldiers have had to lay down their lives on the field, and England 
can hope for no more glory in this war than what is acquired by a hundred 
men jointly getting the better of a single adversary. Such a victory cannot, in 
the nature of things, cause any elation. If this war has shed any fresh lustre 
on the name of one party more than another, it is the Boers and not the 
English who have had fresh lustre added to their name. ‘The joy we feel 


is therefore joy caused by the cessation of hostilities, and not joy caused by 


seeing a real victory. 
it is a dearly bought victory, a victory “ene esas with the heart’s blood 


and withthe wealth of a Croesus. A stream of gold and silver, deep and broad 
as the Vaal itself, has had to be set aflowing. Gold and an_ unlimited ‘supply 
of troops are very powerful aids to victory. What conquered Afghanistan, 
what conquers turbulent savages, has also conquered the Transvaal. ‘The war 
has filled every housein England with mourning. Many a mother has lost 


her beloved son, many a wife has had to bewail the loss of a dear husband. © 


The hard-earned money of the British tax-payer has had to be spent like 
water. When one thinks of all this one can hardly feel any elation... 

The Boers are vanquished and have surrendered their arms. Avowedly 
or unavowedly, virtually or in name, they have worn the fetters of slavery 
round their feet. But this cannot be a cause of rejoicing to us, for we can- 
not rejoice over the fall of so valiant a foe. The Boers were the enemies of 
England and, therefore, enemies of India too. Nor can Indians forget that 
they have ill-treated Indians residing in their country and will do so again, 
if they get back their power. But for all that, we cannot be so mean as to 
look upon their unparallelled courage, their undaunted valour, and their sincere 
patriotism with prejudiced eyes. We therefore praise Boer valour with all 
our heart. : | 

Our greatest satisfaction at this peace comes of the fact that it is a peace 
of our new Emperor’s own making; that instead of seeking in pride or 
prejudice to extirpate the Boers from the face of the earth, he has commanded 


that peace should be made with them. We therefore exclaim, “Glory 


tu Emperor Edward VII.” | 
7. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th June is glad that the 
ie RG... Amir of Afghanistan is going to create a 
policy, msirative State Council consisting of the Chiefs of all the 
ao clans living in his dominions. All questions 
relating to the administration of the country will be decided in that Council. 
The Amir himself will attend the Council once in a week. This statesman- 
like policy of the Amir has struck European statesmen with admiration. 


Il.—Home Apmrinistratron. 
, (a)—Police. 
8. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 10th June 
Prevalence of theft in the COMplains of the prevalence of theft in the west 
Sa ee of the Tangail subdivision and the inability 
oo . of the police to trace the thieves. The police 
and the Subdivisional Officer should not fail to take advantage of the provisions 
of section 110 of the Code of Criminal] Procedure to repress crime and 
badmasht. 
9. The Srt Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
Dismissal of public servants in lith June says that if was in an evil moment 
Noakhal in connection with the that Mr. Pennell raised his hand against the Noakhali. 
— _ police, The Inspector-General of Police has 
recently dismissed Babu Bipin Bihari Mitra, the Court Sub-Inspector of 
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Noakhali, Babu Madhu Sudan Band opadhyaya, Salt Clerk, and Baby 


Rajendra Lal Mukhopadhyaya, Head © erk, for having ere false evidence 
against Osman Ali, daroga, and Kailas kerant. Mr. Geidt, late Sessions Judge 
of Noakhali, believed the evidence given by Rajendra Babu. No objection, 
however, could have been taken to the Inspector-General’s action if the 
officers had been heard in defence. | 

10. The Bangavasi [Calcutta} of the 14th June says that the public have 
not yet heard the last of the Ncakhali currency- 
note case. In that case, Madhu Sudan Banerji, 
muharrir of the Salt Department of. the Noakhali 
Police Office, Rajendra Lal Mukhirji, head muharrir, and Bipin Bihari Mitra, 
Court Sub-Inspector, gave evidence against Osman Ali, daroga, and Kailas 
kerani, and Mr. Geidt, the late Sessions Judge of Noakhali, implicitly believed 
Rajendra Lal’s evidence. But the Inspector General of Police has recently 
dismissed all the three officers—Madhu Sudan, Rajendra Lal, and Bipin Bihari 
—and it is rumoured that he has done so on the recommendation of the Com- 
mission which enquired into the working of the Noakhali police. 

It should, however, be remembered that in his judgment, dated the 11th 
April 1901, Mr. Geidt had spoken highly of Rajendra Lal and said, in 
reference to Mr. Reily’s action in suspending that officer, ‘‘a more effective 
way of discouraging his subordinates from giving evidence it would be difficult 
to imagine.” But the Inspector-General of Police has not thought fit to pay 
any heed to what Mr. Geidt wrote. 

Whose then was the error? Mr. Geidt’s or the Commission’s? It ma 
be that the Commission received private evidence of the guilt of the three 
officers, and on that evidence recommended their dismissal. But in that 
case, it was not right on the part of the Inspector-General to dismiss them 
without placing them on a public trial on a charge of perjury. The public 
would then have had an opportunity of knowing what the truth is. What has 
been done will not only create suspicion in the public mind, but will make 
them see that the Inspector-General has shown scant respect for the decision 
of a Sessions Judge. 

It is hoped the Lieutenant-Governor will do justice to Madhu Sudan, 
the Salt muharrir, who is said to have submitted a petition to His Honour 
against the Inspector-General’s order. 

11, The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore| of the 16th June says that in 
illustration of what was written in the issue of 
this paper for the 2nd June last respecting some 
__ Sub-Inspectors in the Midnapore district (Report 
on Native Papers for 7th June 1902, paragraph 10), a Garbeta correspondent 
writes to say that the Sub-Inspector of Garbeta, Babu Umes Chandra Banerji, 
is a native of Kuaigram, a village 10 miles distant from the Garbeta thana 
and only a mile beyond its jurisdiction, and has married in Kalikapur within 
the jurisdiction of the Garbeta thana and eight miles distant from it. Babu 
Umes Chandra served in Garbeta as a pound munshi, a constable, a writer- 
constable, and a head-constable, and has now become a Sub-Inspector. Out 
of a total service of 23 years,he has spent 17 years in Garbeta thana. He 
has purchased Paurdaha and some other mauzas within the jurisdiction 
of that thana, and is becoming a zamindar. The daffadars are the gumashtas 
of his mauzas. They are paid Rs. 6 from the public funds to serve only 
as the Sub-Inspector’s gumashtas. 

The editor publishes the above letter in the hope that it will be of use to 
Mr. Luson in-the enquiry he is holding into the subject. 

12. ‘The same paper takes the following story of police oppression from 
the Mhar of Contai in the Midnapore district: — 

_ At about 3 p.m., on the 8rd June last, a lad of 
Birulia was going to a relative’s house with some 
lemons, pine-apples, and other fruits, when he was met by three policemen 
near the bridge on the east side of the canal at the northern extremity of the 
village Gholpukur. The fo!lowing conversation took place between the police- 


The dismissal of the three 
N oakhali police officers. 


A Police Sub-Inspector in the 
Midnuapore district. 


Police oppression of the Mid- 
napore district. 


men and the boy :— 


Policemen.— Did your father pay money into the “ don-khel ? ” 
Boy.—No. 
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Policemen.—Yes, he did, 

Boy.—No. ! 

Policemen.—Where are you taking these things? 

Boy.—To a relative’s. | 

Policemen,—Let us have them. 

Boy.—No, I won’t give them to you. 

Policemen.—W hat, you won't? | 
‘.~‘ne this, the policemen snatched from the boy the bag containing the 
ac bg Be went varie. The boy followed them and asked for a return of his 
things. On this, the policemen belaboured the boy with a stick, took out the 
fruits from the cloth in which they were tied, and throwing away the cloth into 
a thicket, went away northward, Oppressions of this nature were formerly 
confined to places near the thana, but are now committed in several places. 

The editor asks the District Magistrate to enquire into the above case, 

as also into the extortions which policemen in Midnapore town commit on 


carters. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


13. The Netrakona correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingb ]of the 
hewtcn of quecceese ix the soem, Came Gays that the District Judge of Mymen- 
Neteakona Munsifi inthe Mymen- singh has, by a misinterpretation of the High 
singh district. Court’s General Order on page 398 of the General 
Order Book of 1891 and the Revenue Board’s circular No. 4 of April 1898 
recently issued a circular in the Netrakona Munsifi directing that there should 
be in a suit as many original summonses as there are defendants, even though 
many of the latter should reside in the same village. The practice before the 
issue of this circular was that a single original summons, with a copy for each 
defendant, was issued against all the defendants in a suit who resided in one 
and the same village. This saved much unnecessary expense to the plaintiff. 
Take, for instance, a case in which a plaintiff seeks to recover Rs, 5 from five 
defendants, all of whom reside in the same village. Under the old practice, 
the plaintiff could get his summons served for an expenditure of only 13 annas 
and 3 pies, namely, 8 annas as the peon’s gratification, one anna as the Court 
amla’s gratification for recording the affidavit of service, which is written on 
paper which costs one pice, and 4 annas as a man’s one day’s allowance for 
the man who accompanies the peon on the plaintiff’s behalf to identify the 
a ants. But under the order now issued the expenses of service will be as 
ollows :— : 


Rs. A. P. 
Five ‘weer at 8 annas each ... see oe te 
Gratification to the amla for recording five affidavits... 0 5 0 
Paper sie “ sis oe. ee 
Diet and other allowances of five men at 4 annas per 
head for one day “a oes a ee 
Muharrir’s fee for writing out five affidavits ia =. 2S 
Total 410 3 


| 


It will thus be seen how oppressive the new rule will prove to suitors, 

It is hoped that the District Judge will withdraw the circular c consideration 
of the hardship it will cause. Three hundred und twenty-eight process-serving 
peons are quite enough for the Mymensingh district “There is no need of 
unnecessarily increasing their number at the expense of the public. ede 
14, The Basumais bag ig) Bae P ca 12th June says that the defence 

‘.°. ., 22 the Nandigram riot case suffered greatly on 

ant, tial of the Neadigram riot aooount of the trial taking place in T'amluk instead 
as of at the head-quarters of the district. Had the 

case been tried in Midnapore town, the leading men of the local Bar could 
have been engaged by the defence; and everyone knows the prohibitive cost 
of taking good lawyers into the mufassal, Again, there are no houseg in 
Tamluk where gentlemen like vakils and barristers can temporarily put up. 
The J udge put up in the dik bungalow, Counsel for the prosecution was obliged 
to put up in the local Bar Library, and Counsel for the defence had to seek 
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shelter in the house of a local resident. The accused persons were lodged in 
the Municipal Office, All these inconveniences would have been avoided iu 
Midnapore town. 
15. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 12th June writes as follows:— 
The other day Mr. Vernéde, Mr, Brown, and 
seach tec agli Mr. Howard presided over a Marine Court of 
Enquiry in Chittagong town. It was a steamer collision case and the parties 
were Mr. Yakub Ali, the plaintiff, and Messrs. M. David and Company, the 
defendants. Throughout the enquiry Mr. Vernéde behaved most improperly 
with the parties, the pleaders and the witnesses. There was nothing of the 
dignity and gfandeur which should characterise the proceedings of a Law 
Court. Mr. Vernéde’s grimaces and harsh voice puzzled the witnesses, They 
had to stand quietly befure him with folded arms. The slightest movement 
of the body was unbearable to him. If any witness spoke in a low voice or 
hesitated to answer a question, Mr. Vernéde looked as if he would eat him up. 
He abused the witnesses right and left in such language as “infernal beast,” 
&c. He sent one witness to hajat for saying that he did not remember some- 
thing. He prosecuted two witnesses for perjury. He made those witnesses 
who had finished their evidence to squat down in a corner of the court-room 
with their heads between their knees. They had to remain in that posture till 
he closed the business of the day. His peshkar took the cue from him and 
taunted the witnesses all day. Mr. Vernéde’s behaviour towards the pleaders 
was also very bad. He shouted, made faces, struck the table against them. 
Many of them have sworn not to plead again in Mr. Vernéde’s Court. Let the 
authorities consider whether such a man should any longer be allowed to 
blacken the fair name of justice. 

16. A correspondent of the Mitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th June says 
that the Sadar Sub-Registrar of Rangpur does his 
work in a most perfunctory manner. Of the deeds 
which are daily presented to him for registration 
he registers only a few, and the rest he throws away on one pretext or another. 
One has to pay 4 annas to the daftri and 8 annas or 1 rupee to the clerk 
of the office before he can at all expect to have his deed registered. In 
cases of application for return of deeds, he orders his peon to call the applicants 
one after another without intermission, and one who appears a minute or two 
later is fined, How can poor people and those who live at great distances 
afford to spend days together at the place? Those who dare implore him 
or make supplications to him after dancing attendance for some days are 
threatened with criminal prosecution, As a matter of fact, two men were 
actually prosecuted and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment each for having 
made such requests. One of them has been acquitted on appeal. The other 
appeal is sub judice. | 

17. Referring to the High Court's judgment on the reference in the 

as Manis iAerdis anes Rajshahi Muharram case, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] 
of the 14th June writes :— 

Js there anything in the law which could prevent the District Judge 
from listening to what the accused Honorary Magistrate hud to say verbally, 
and is there anything in the Jaw to prevent a J udge from communicating such 
evidence to the High Court? O old, experienced Judge Prinsep, will you 
condescerd tojanswer our question ? 

The old Judge, Mr. Prinsep, also says that the District Judge ought not to 
have believed one who has been charged with perj ury by the District Magis- 
trate. How isthis? We fail to see the meaning of this. Let a wiser man 
than Mr. Prinsep judge whether Mr. Prinsep was right in saying this. A 
number of mysteries ought to be cleared up in the cases against |Pachai Shaikh 
and others and against the Honorary Magistrate. The result of the trials may 
be good or bad; but it is hoped that the question of the fence—a matter in 
which Mr. Lee, the District Judge, thought himself insulted,—and that of 
Mr. Ryan’s slandering Mr. Lee by saying that the latter was implicated in the 
Muharram trials, will be discussed in the course of these trials, so as to have fu'l 
light thrown on them. 

It is true there is no probability of a failure of justice, if the trials are held 
in Rajshahi, but it will be in every respect good to hold them elsewhere. 


The Sadar Sub-Registrar of 
Rangpur. 
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Nave Yug [Calcutta] of the 14th June says that Mr, Pearson, 

geist the Chtet Presidency Magistrate of Calcutta, has 

The vakalatnama systemin the gsked the opinion of the pleaders of the Calcutta 

ee Police Court about ro advisability of oe 
f filing vakalatnamas in the Court. The system, if introduced, wi 

cas rovebiad, oad will at the sanie time be beneficial to the parties It will also 

prevent pleaders from deserting one party for the purpose of joining the other. 


(d)— Education. 


19. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th June says that formerly members 
of the Central Text-Book Committee used to form 
cliques, inter se, for the purpose of passing their 
own books and keeping out books written by 
outsiders. It was with the view of putting down this infamous practice that 
Government remodelled the Committee on the principle of making no one its 
member who was himself an author or was connected with any oe or was 
related to any author or authors, and satisfied itself that the principle in question 
had strict application to the new Committee by obtaining from those selected 
for it a statement to the effect that they were neither authors themselves nor 
had any connection with any press or author or authors. It was expected that 
with the formation of the new Text-Book Committee there would be a change 
for the better. But no,it has been the very opposite of what had been expected. 
Mr. P. Mukharji, the Presidency Inspector of Schools, is a member of the 
present Committee and is ez-officio Secretary of the same. Although he has 
no knowledge of Bengali literature, yet he has been made, at his own importu- 
nity, a member of the Literature Section of the Committee, His motive in 
becoming a member of this section was to passa number of books written by his 
mother-in-law, Srimati Swarna Kumari Devi. The other members of the 
Committee rejected two of her books as full of mistakes. But Mr. Mukharji, 
who is Secretary, is rumoured to have had them passed after having them 
corrected by another member. Mr. Mukharji is thus abusing the great power 
vested in him by. Government. 
20. The Head Master of the Panditsar High School writes as follows in 
the same paper :— 
A case of a plucked student. A boy named Mrinmay Bandyopadhyaya 
appeared in the last Entrance examination from 
our school, and there was every probability of his passing it. But when 
his name could not be found in the Gazette, he applied to the Registrar 
with the necessary fee for his marks. But the latter rejected his application 
with the remark: “Returns Rs. 2, less muney-order commission, as fee for 
copy of marks, as the candidate was excluded from the examination for using 
unfair means to pass it.” The Registrar’s remark is entirely groundless. The 
boy was examined in the Dacca Circle, and I was one of the guards at the 
examination. I am certain that the boy was not excluded for using unfair 
means. Whatthen is the reason of the Registrar's recording such a note 
against the boy? A sifting enquiry should be instituted into the matter. 
21. The Rangalaya [ alcutta}] of the 14th June expresses its gratitude to 
Sei ee His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for 
Bengali literature. the Bengal Government’s purchase of 50 copies of 
, Babu Haran Chandra Rakshit’s Bengali version of 


Shakespeare. — 
(e)——Lecal Self-Government and Municipal Admintstration. 


_ 22, Acorrespondent of the Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 15th June 


complains that the lessee of the Mainat chat, wh 
- A complaint relating to ghat, where 
steamer ghat. aie "the Narayanganj and Goalundo steamers touch, 


levies a: tax of 2° annas frum each coolie who 


carries a load to or from the .ghat, and invites the District Board to stop this 
illegal tax, as it causes great hardsLip to passengers, : 


wis (g)}—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 
23. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 10th June 


Mr. P. Mukharji in the Text- 
Book Committee. 


A road wanted in the Mymen- 


singh divtzich, from Gauripur to Kasiganj, both important places 
| of trade, vid Biskha. The road will be only four 


points out the necessity of constructing a road - 
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miles long, and as there is already a narrow path along the whole distance, it 
will cost less than Rs. 1,000. | 

94. Another correspondent of the same paper prays for an early comple- 

ad _ tion of the road from Bagna Bazar through Daulat. 

M : seneieae: gaa dts pur,—Pakati to Rasulpur-which has been under 
wre construction for the last seven or eight years. Tho 
five-feet bamboo bridges along this road should be widened into ten-feet bridges, 

25. The Pallivasi [Kalna] of the 11th June complains of the conduct of 
the Kalna Municipality in the Burdwan district in 
refusing sanction to an estimate of only Rs. 12 for 
the repair of the Kalupukur road in Baruipara, 
though it could sanction Rs. 2,097 for the repair of thirty-five other roads, 
The Kalupukur road leads to the Kalupukur tank, which oe a large 
number of residents with water. It becomes almost impassable in the rainy 
season. 

26. The Sri Srt Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
11th June says that the network of electric wires 
set up by the Tramway ree gon | in the main 
streets of Calcutta will prevent images of Hindu gods and goddesses and the 
tajias of Muhammadans from passing through them, ‘The wires are, moreover, 
dangerous to life. Some time ago a horse was killed by a shock from a 
snapped wire in Chowringhee. On the 5th June last a man was killed under 
similar circumstances in Wellington Square. Government should look to the 
safety of the lives of the people. 

27. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th June says that on the 5th June last 
Babu Matilal Banerji, Pleader of Berhampur, sent 
by railway parcel a basket containing 250 Bombay 
mangoes, together with six ordinary mangoes, 
addressed to Babu Rakhal Das Banerji, Pleader, Small Cause Court, Calcutta. 
The basket was duly booked at the Khagra railway station, and on the receipt 
was noted the weight of the basket, which was 1 maund and 38 seers. 
On the 7th June, when receiving cer of the basket at Fairlie Place, Rakhal 
Babu was astonished to find that it weighed only 13 seers. He acknowledged 
receipt to that effect. On cutting the basket open in his house he found that 
the 250 Bombay mangoes had disappeared and only the inferior mangoes were 
left. Rakhal Babu has written to the Agent claiming damages. In case the 
Agent fails to make the necessary reparation, Rakhal Babu will seek the 
protection of the Civil Court, 

28. The same paper publishes the following letter :— 

1, Cannot the District Traffic Superintendent, 
whose office is situate in the Asansol station, on the 
East Indian Railway, prevent the acts of oppression which are daily committed 
on aatives before his eyes? People intending to travel by the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway suffer great hardship on account of the want of waiting-rooms on the 
eastern platform of the station. Does not the District Traffic Superintendent 
know that the station of Kalipahari, within three miles of the Asansol station, 
is in need of a platform and an overbridge, and that goods trains do not touch 
at that station 

The Traffic Superintendent of the Howrah district treats railway servants 
under him very harshly. He fines them heavily without hearing them in 
their defence. He does not forward their petitions to the General Traffic 
Manager, which should pass through him to the latter. Cases like -these have 
recently occurred in the Magra station. 

2. A railway bridge hus been pulled down between the stations of Dum- 
Dum Junction and Dum-Dum Cantonment on the Bengal Central Railway for the 
purpose of constructing a larger one in its place. A branch line has therefore 
been constructed for the pe of trains. This branch line is altogether kutcha, 
and the sleepers on it sink under the weight of the trains passing over them. 
It will be long before the bridge is completed. If, therefore, the branch line 
is allowed to remain as it is, there will be no end of accidents. It is wondered 
how the Government Assistant Engineer sanctioned this Autcha branch line. 
The construction of the bridge should be expedited as much as possible. _ 

3. On the 3rd June last I and nearly forty other people were travelling 
in No. 9 Up Loop Mail train... We had tickets for Magra station, but the 


A bad road in Kalna in the 
Burdwan district. 


Electric accidents in Calcutta. 
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train did not touch at-that station, and we were carried to Pandua station. 
The Station Master of Pandua realised excess fare from us, although we were 
carried there through no fault of ours. Many of us escaped a worse fate 
through the generosity of one of us, who gave Rs. 8 to pay the excess fare. 
We returned to Magra in the evening. -I had to go to ghara station 
on the Bengal Provincial Railway. But the last train of the line left Magra 
a little after the No. 9 Up Loop train had passed away. I was therefore 
obliged to spend the whole night in the station. The fate of those people 
who were in the station in order to travel by the No, 9 Up train was also 
deplorable. The train was fitted with a vacuum brake. The guard could 
therefore stop it in a moment if he desired. Who is responsible for the loss 
we suffered ? Why was excess fare realised from us in Pandua station? 
99. A correspondent of the Bikar News newspaper, writes the same by r, 
says that, on account of the smallness of third class 
carriages in passenger trains running onthe Katihar 
section of the Bengal North-Western Railway, 
third class passengers are often packed up in wagons. In the carriages, too, 
the railway servants do not 8 rink from pushing in double the regulation 
number of passengers. In addition to the hardship and misery caused to the 


Overcrowding on the Bengal 
North-Western Railway. 


passengers in these dogdays, such rush sometimes gives rise to lamentable | 


accidents, ‘he other day a villager put his young wife into a carriage, 
but himself missed the train. Nothing has as yet-been known of the girl. In 
spite of the large increase of the number of passengers on the line the Rail- 
way Oomenay is quite indifferent iu the matter of increasing the number of 
carriages, Has the Ccompany no responsibility in this matter? Should the 
Government remain silent in the face of such railway oppression ? 

80. The Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 15th June says that the order 
lately passed by Mr. Burt, Traffic Manager of the 
Eastern Bengal State Railway, prohibiting the 
accommodation of more than the regular number of passengers in a compart- 
ment of a railway carriage is not proving the unmixed good it was intended to 
be, in consequence of the want of a sutiicient number of carriages in each train. 
In strictly following the Traffic Manager’s order the guards and station-masters 
compel passengers to travel in goods waggons when there is no. accommoda- 
tion available in passenger carriages or send them away. The passengers 
have to suffer this inconvenience in consequence of a sufficient number 
of carriages not being attached to each train. It is often seen that there is a 
number of carriages standing idle at a station, when passengers are suffering all 
the inconvenience referred to above. But the station staff do not venture to 
attach fresh carriages to a train without the Traffic Manager’s order. The 
railway authorities should either keep two or three extra carriages at eve 
station, authorising the station masters to attach one or more of them toa 
train, whenever necessary, or to attach three or four excess carriages at the 
starting station. ‘I'he former course seems the better of the two, though it may 


a alittle extra expenditure, which the Railway authorities should not 
grudge. 


A railway matter, 


(h).— General. 


31. The Aindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 16th June thanks Lord Curzon for 


Tin eee al Memlesd Gorers- —— orders to” the effect that all representations 
ment servants. submitted by dismissed Government servants, 


should be submitted to him for his personal perusal. 
The heads of offices now deal with such representations in a vey pevbanetor’y 
manner. 


IlI.—Leaisiation. 


32. The Sanjtvant [Calcutta 7 the Bavany June says ety eo 
countervailing dut ar slightly benefited 

PR now Guty om imported best . tho. dagless in ree MPa, ling « inflicted loss 
on the consumers and failed to confer any appre- 
Ciable benefit on the Indian sugar industry. In view of this, Government 
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ought rather to have considered the advisability of repealing the duty than of 
increasing it. But the English sugar-manufacturers, both in India and elsewhere, 
have been eager to stop the importation of beet-sugar into India and monopol. 
ise to themselves the India sugar trade, and in deference sulely to their 
interests the Government of India hgve imposed an additional duty on imported 
beet-sugar. ‘This duty may benefit English manufacturers, but it will compel 
Indian consumers to buy their sugar dearer. Every duty is a tax. Indians 
pay many taxes for the benefit of Englishmen, and they will pay one more 
to promote the interests of English sugar manufacturers. 

33. The Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 14th June cannot for three reasons 
agree with those who hold that while the counter. 
vailing duty on imported beet-sugar will do no 
good to the native sugar manufacturers, it will inflict a loss on the indian 
public by requiring them to purchase their sugar dearer. The reasons are 
as follows :— 


(1) The writer is not prepared to admit that the increase in the price 
of beet-sugar caused by the imposition of the duty will in no 
way benefit the native manufacturers, As a matter of fact, 
the latter made a little profit during the first year of the duty, 
and the indigenous manufactories in Goberdanga and Baduria 
in the 24-Parganas, and in Chanduria and Kotchandpur in the 
Jessore district, fared well during that year. But a fall in 
the price of sugar since then has inflicted loss on the manu- 
facturers and led to the closing of some manufactories. 

(2) It will not be an unmixed evil for the country if the duty on 
imported sugar induces Kuropeans to start sugar factcries 
here. Such factories will give employment to a large number 
of native clerks and coolies and create a demand for molasses 
and raw sugar manufactured by natives. 3 

(3) Though the writer is, on principle, opposed to the establishment of 
mills and factories in a country, on the ground that machinery 
saves labour and throws many labourers out of employment, 
yet in this age of free trade, when the Indian labourer is 
faust losing every employment, there is for him no way out of 
the difficulty except in the establishment of mills and factories. 
And if the way is led by Europeans, natives may follow suit 
and establish mills and factories of their own in which pure 
sugar and not sugar refined with prohibited articles may be 
produced. 


‘The sugar duty. 


VI.—MIScELLANEOUS. 


34, The Srt Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Anandsa Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
1ith June has the following :— | 

The Finance Member, his colleagues, aud the 
higher officials generally would have the native as well as the English 
public understand that under British rule there has been an improvement in 
the material condition of the country and the people have become prosperous. 
But these men have no idea of how eeply the people of India, of the country, 
that is, which is a permauent abode of poverty and famine, are pained by such 
official statements. The application of an opium plaster over a sore does not 
cure it, nor does it remove the pain, nay, on the contrary, the poisonous 
effects of opium soon manifest themselves. A paper plaster will not conceal 
from public view the vast cremation ground that India has become. And it 
is now the duty of Government to bethink themselves of the only remedies 
that are likely to prove efficacicus under the existing circumstances. 

Can the officials show in what particular respect the country has grown 
prosperous? Englishmen have come to govern India, but do they take the 
trouble to enquire how the internal condition of the country may be improved, 
how they can slowly lighten the burden of their almost endless responsibilities 
in connection with the work of administration; or how they can make the 
land really prosperous by giving it the benefit of good government? | Do they 
permit themselves to be swayed by such noble and lofty considerations and 


‘ Prosperous India.” 
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i 
cere to improve the condition of the country and establish the true glory of i 
British rule ? | q 
Who shall believe that India has grown prosperous under British rule ? 1 
English officials look upon this country as a place for earning money, and it i 
is possible they do not think that it is their bounden duty to improve its internal 
condition. They have no permanent relations with India, They accept 
service and come tothis country, and service over, they leave it like birds | 
of passage after securing a competence for after years. The Indians may i 
live or die, the country may prosper or go to ruin; but all that is a matter of f | 
supreme indifference tu them. Such being the character of India’s relation | 
with the officials, it is simply idle to expect them to do anything to promote 
her welfare. 
As regards the Sovereign, who may be naturally supposed to take the 
deepest interest in the welfare of his Indian subjects, it is to be observed that 
, under the English constitution the Sovereign can do but little to remove their 
grievances. Of course, if the subjects become poorer day by day, and the 
empire is desolated' by famine and poverty, it is the Sovereign who is the 
loser. As regards his paid servants, these birds of passage, what is it to them 
if the condition of the country grows from bad to worse? What they do is 


to extol their own administration in the reports which they send home 
from time to time and to try to drown the agonising laments of the Indians 
in their own loud praise of their own work in this country. It is no wonder 


that the burden of their talk should be “India has grown prosperous under | i 
our rule.” 
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It is a regret that subjects of a most powerful Emperor that we are, we 
have very slight relation with him. Not to speak of the Sovereign who lives 
at a great distance and occupies a very exalted position, the native subjects | 
- have no direct relation even with the highest or the higher officials who do ! 
not know or care to know the condition of the country and are extremely 


| 
anxious to leave it as soon as possible. ‘hey are unwilling to spend even 
fifteen minutes a day for the purpose of cultivating the acquaintance of the 
of natives or improving the condition of the country. They do not mix, or love 
ry to mix, with the natives and have therefore no means of obtaining any first- 
at, hand information regarding their condition. And yet, strange enough, most 
fh of them do not hesitate to draw upon their imagination and write prosperity 
of reports about India. There would have been no necessity to thus speak 
es. unfavourably of their conduct, if, like the Emperor Napoleon, they had taken 
ult care to develop the resources of the country and augment the revenues of 
ure India even while permitting the military expenditure of the Empire to increase 
be enormously. Of course, we cannot expect 


. so much under a foreign Sovereign. 
But if we had been given opportunities of making our Sovereign acquainted 
with our wants and grievances, and if he had, in an independent manner, 
sought to grant us redress, the Indians would have been spared the humiliating 

the treatment to which they are no 


w subjected at the hands of the officials, while 
the Sovereign would have spared no effort to remove 


subjects, the poverty of his 


ish For the last twenty to thirty years the number of Government officers 

ri. has gone on increasing. Why are the revenues of this country, when the 

om are too poor to indulge in the luxury of even full meals, being drained. 
y the employment of foreigners in the public service on high salaries? Are 

wa not the Civilians really a permanent cau ) 

. 


C radi se of the increasing poverty of India? 
annot Indians on lower pay do the work which is now done by these 
English Civilians ? The number of foreigners is fast increasing in almost all 
ene the administration. | 
o not these arrangements, so unsuitub] ir origi 
in the idea, that India is prosp ae oe Samy, Dawe Shale ovigin 


’ ndia serous? Why are swarms of foreign locusts 
being unnecessarily imported into the Prk, where for want of food the 


inhabitants die of starvation, and are bej : 4 
Sead the'toes? flo laar Ga Boss Rich» ne given the crumbs which used to 


» poo fe O not give up the use of the baneful 
expression “ Prosperous India,” and so long as prompted by the irresistible 
incentive of self-glorification they seek to conceal the true condition of the 
country in all official papers, so long will the 


ay do h to both the rul 
the ruled and be unable to confer the least benefit he sat Pte e ruler and 
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35. Referring to the recent catastrophe in the St. Pierre and Martinique 

7 Islands, which has evoked sympathy and brought 

eck setamtbagion. and Bay of Yen- ractical help from all quarters of the world, the 

| Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 13th June writes as 
follows :— aoe 

It isa matter of great regret that the miseries of poor Indians seldom 
strike a chord of sympathy in men’s minds. The other day nearly 700 Indians, 

assengers on board the Camoria steamer, were drowned in the Bay of Bengal, 

o not the families of these people deserve sympathy ? They have been 
made absolutely helpless by the death of their earning members. But how 
many have come forward to succour them? 

The fund which has been opened by the Editor of the Madras Mai in 
order to help them has as yet found only one subscriber, Government too jg 
showing great indifference in the matter. Only six Englishmen died in §¢, 
Pierre; but their names and whereabouts have already been published in the 
official gazette. But Government does not think it necessary to publish similar 
accounts of these 700 Indians who have died in the Bay of Bengal. 

86. The Rangalaya [Calcutta|of the 14th June says that the Mahratta 

0 _, __, Chief Sivaji, was not only a hero, but also an 
car hae ‘Sivajt anni: administrator. He should be worshipped like a 

god, His birthday anniversary will be celebrated 
in Calcutta with great pomp on the 18th instant. Alms will be given to the 
poor and pujus and religious processions will be held. Sivaji is known to the 
Bengalis only by name. Butif his life and work can be explained to them 
then the Bengali and the Mahratti~the Bengali Brahman and the Dacca 
Brahman--will be tied together in bonds of friendship. Will this happy dream 
be realised ? ) 

37. Referring to the meeting which was recently convened in the 

Calcutta Town Hall under the presidentship of the 


The question of feeding the Cal. Hon’ble Mr. Woodroffe for the purpose of passing 
cutta poor on the occasion of the i 


yee. Se resolutions on the mode of celebrating the Coro- 
nation in Calcutta, the same paper writes as 
follows :— 


Lord Curzon has approved of the proposal of feeding the poor in Calcutta 
on the occasion. But His Excellency has said that the money required for this 
purpose should be raised by subscriptions, while the cost of the festivities fo: 
the purpose of regaling the great and the rich in Delhi will be borne by the 
public treasury. : | 

Why should the people pay for the Emperor’s Coronation festivities ? 
According to the Hindu system itis the sovereign who is the giver and the 
subject who is the receiver on occasions. like this. In times of danger the 
subject will risk his life and everything he possesses for the purpose of saving 
the King and the kingdom ; but in times of rejoicing he should be the receiver. 
Will the cost of feeding five lakhs of the London poor be met by subscription ? 
Certainly not. It is the Sovereign who will pay it. The Indian subject is as 
much a subject as a British subject; the Indian poor are as much poor as the 
English poor. Why should not then the Sovereign pay the cost of feeding the 
Indian poor? When and where shall we find a manifestation of the fatherly 


relation between the Sovereign andthe subject, if not on the occasion of the 
coming Coronation ? | | 


Uriya Papers. 


38. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 7th June states that the people 


of Cuttack stand in urgent need of raid. he 
Berean in ite Cuttack and Uriya and Navasamvad [Balasore | of the 11th June 
makes a similar statement with regard to the dis 

trict of Balasore. 
39. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 7th June states that the health 


_ Of Cuttack town is not good, and that already 
wae in Cuttack and Peri 14 men and women have succumbed to cholera at 


Bhagatpur and Jhanjarimangla in that tow? 
Cholera has also made its appearance in Puri rai aula 


SE a ea he till 


the Military 
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40. ) . states that many houses were burnt down in Cuttack 
ee eee town last aa and.that the timely presence of the 
Fire in Cuttack and Puri towns. pojicg under the District Supermtendent. and of 


under:the local Commanding Officer prevented the fire: from com- 
mitting further mischief. Destruction of property due. to the same cause 1s 
also reported from Puri town. | 

: i dent. of the same-paper states thattwo men were 
ptnadoey a in the Narendra tank in that town and 


three were killed by lightning in the-same district 
"sak Te..di of the Uriyo and N 
42, The. same r and its contemporary o e Urtya and Nava- 
: Bois samvad {Balasore} of the, 11th June. write appre- 
hh ciative notices of-the.career of Mr. John Beames, 


who is reported to have died in ‘England. -Mr. Beames passed ten yeqrs.in 


Fatal accidents in Puri town. 


Balasore-and Cuttack in the.capacities of District Collector and Divisional 


Commissioner, and was well known to the Uriyas, for whom he built a muni- 


cipal market in Cuttack. He-was an able, intelligent, and learned officer, .and 


was destined to occupy the highest post in the province had not his temper 


and other attendant weaknesses stood in the way of his promotion. 


48, The Sambalpur Hitaishini [Bamra] of the 28th May is sorry to find 
that the principle of Local Self-Government is not 
much respected by the local authorities at Sambal- 
pur, for they attempted to force an official Secretary 
on the Sambalpur Municipal Council against the wishes of the majority of the 
Municipal Councillors. The writer is glad that the members of the Munici- 
pality stuck to.their honest and independent.opinion and elected one .of, their 
members as the Secretary of the Municipality, though the Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Sambalpur. and his adherents in the Municipal Council were in 


The Municipal Secretary of 
Sambalpur. 


favour of the appointment. of an Extra Assistant Commissiouer to the post. 


44, The Utkaldivika [Cuttack] of the 7th June is disgusted to find. that 
materials for the metalling of: the municipal :roads 
in Cuttack are so carelessly put on the sides of 
many roads in that town that an accident to 
wheeled traffic: is probable at any moment. The-writer .therefore requests 
the municipal authorities to protect the public from imminent danger by 
taking immediate steps either to remove the materials in question or to put 
them in proper order. 


45. Referring to two marriages in high circles in Cuttack and 
_ Balasore towns, the Utkaldiptka and the Uriyva and 
™  Navasamvad state that processions, festivities, 
; music, fireworks, and other gaieties in connection 
therewith formed the subject of public enjoyment for several: days, in which 
all sections of the local communities were invited to take a more or less 
active part. The working and industrial classes profited by the display of 
their energy and skill, which brought them money and applause at the 


Dangerous stacking of materials 
on the roadside in Cuttack t:wo. 


Two high circle marriages 
Cuttack and Balasore towns. 


same time. 


46. The news of the peace bringing the South African war to a close 

ies Senin 1s received by all the papers of Orissa with joy 
| and gratitude. The Utkaldipika sees in it the 
hand of a kind Providence, who has, in His inscrutable way, brought the most 
bloody war of the last century to a peaceful conclusion, and hopes that 
Boer and Briton may be formed into a united brotherhood in the blessed 


reign of King Edward VII. The Uriya and Navasamvad states that Raja 


Baikuntha Nath De, Bahadur, of Balasore, on receipt of the peace news, gave 


a dinner to the poor and helpless, who were also presented with clothes. 


47, The Uriya and Peomepeet LBalasore] of the 11th ee une prominently 
, rings to the notice of the public the services of 

h b . ; : : 
ee .. ... ME, resting “ree a chaukidar in Balasore town, who is said to 
ope have arrested three notorious burglars in the 
Matiganj bazar, while engaged in their nefarious business, at the risk of his 


own life. The wounded chaukidar is now the object of public admirati 
and deserves thanks for his pluck and energy, pe ee ee 
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48, Referring to the proceedings of the Municipal Appeal Committees, 

ee _ the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 7th June points 

Cuttack town peepored, out that since 86 per cent. of the appeals have 

been allowed, it is necessary that a new assessment 

should be made inthe interests of justice and public policy, especially as work 
will be done better and quicker by that means. 

49. Referring to an advertisement of the Irrigation Department, pro- 

Hietih ined a osing to increase the water-rate from Re. 1-8 to 

a Re, 1-12 per acre on lands irrigated by the Orissa 

canals, the same paper points out that the proposal 

of increase is injudicious and objectionable on various gruunds. Expenditure 

on irrigation is generally looked upon as expenditure on the prevention of 

famine. On this ground no increase in the water-rate 1s advisable, even 

though the expenditure on irrigaticn exceed the income from it. One of the 

grounds on which the provincial rates were imposed was that a portion of 

their income would be devoted to the financing of the irrigation works. 

Consequently the argument that the income from canals, &c¢ , is not sufficient to 


meet their expenses, and thereby warrants an increase of the water-rate, falls 


to the ground. The statement that the produce of irrigated land is larger 
than that of non-irrigated land by 25 per cent. is a fallacy, arising from the 
overzeal of irrigation officers and requires substantiation. If it be the inten- 
tion of Government to relieve the general tax-payer by the imposition of a 
higher water-rate on a particular class of people, a portion of the general tax 
should, in all fairness, be remitted. ‘The writer observes that the proposal 
to increase the water-rate emanates with a bad grace from the Local Govern- 
ment at a time when the Imperial Government is so busy in bettering the 
condition of the agriculturists, who are admittedly in a depressed condition 
all over India, as the constant recurrence of famine and its attendant evils 
proves, ‘Ihe writer concludes his article by exhorting the landlords and 
tenants of tracts commanded by irrigation works to come forward with their 
representations before it is too late to do so, 
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